
Citizenship & 
Civic Values 



What is a citizen?

A citizen is a participatory member of a political community 
with certain rights and privileges.  In return, there are 
responsibilities and duties that must be fulfilled. 



Who can be an American citizen?

All persons born or naturalized in the United States and 
subject to the jurisdiction thereof are citizens of the 
United States and of the State where in they reside… 

-14th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution (1868)



Who can be an American citizen?  

1. Born in United States (soil)
2. Born to at least one parent who is a U.S. citizen (blood) 
3. Complete the naturalization process 

Alien:  citizens of one country who live in a foreign country with 
permission to do so by the government  (Visa or Green Card)



Can citizenship be lost?   Yes!

● Voluntarily given up (expatriation) 
● Become a citizen of a foreign country unless special exception

○ Ex. Born on a U.S. military base in Germany
● Serving in foreign army or holding office in foreign government

○ Ex.  General Robert E. Lee
● Convicted of a major federal crime, such as treason



Treason
Treason against the United States shall consist only in levying 
war against them, or in adhering to their enemies, giving them 
aid and comfort. No person shall be convicted of treason unless on 
the testimony of two witnesses to the same overt act, or on 
confession in open Court. The Congress shall have power to 
declare the punishment of treason.

-Article III of the U.S. Constitution 





Naturalization Oath (1929, 1950)

"I hereby declare, on oath, that I absolutely and entirely renounce and abjure all 

allegiance and fidelity to any foreign prince, potentate, state or sovereignty, of         

whom or which I have heretofore been a subject or citizen; that I will support and      

defend the Constitution and laws of the United States of America against all            

enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the            

same; that I will bear arms on behalf of the United States when required by the              

law; that I will perform noncombatant service in the armed forces of the United States 

when required by the law; that I will perform work of national importance under civilian 

direction when required by the law; and that I take this obligation freely without any 

mental reservation or purpose of evasion; so help me God.”





Personal Values & Civic Values

● Each of us hold our own set of personal values
○ We prioritize certain positive values over others
○ Result of “political socialization”

● At the same time we collectively hold a set of civic values
○ Principles we hold important to the success our 

community and our society as a whole
○ Most support values of liberty, equality, democracy, 

civic duty, personal responsibility



Included within Civic Values...

● Civic Rights
○ Things we CAN do (?)

● Civic Responsibilities
○ Things we SHOULD do (?)

● Civic Duties
○ Things we MUST do--punishable by law (?)


